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	The Ascension, the end or the beginning?

Some people like stories to reflect their orderly view of the world: with a beginning, a middle and an end, having a pattern and purpose that can be seen and understood; having a conclusion that ties up all the loose ends, leaving people with a sense of completion and satisfaction. When the book is closed there are no more questions to be asked. It is finished.

Other people prefer their stories open-ended, because they believe that life is like that: with a variety of loose connections and accidental happenings; having a development that can never be fully grasped; not having a tidy ending, because tidiness can never contain either the muddle

or the mystery of things. When the book is closed the questions do not cease.

Depending on your own point of view and preference, you can read the story of Jesus' ascension as a story that completes everything or as a story that leaves everything open-ended. Of course the ascension does complete the mission of Jesus: it is the last act of the cycle of Jesus' life, death and resurrection, celebrating the return of Jesus to the Father. The ascension is also open-ended, for it marks the beginning of a new time when the apostles have to live in the absence of the Jesus they knew. They have to come to terms with the fact that Jesus will never again walk with them on the roads of Palestine, healing the sick and the wounded, preaching about the kingdom of God. That time is over. He is gone.

"Why are you men of Galilee standing here looking in the sky?" The show isn't over, the curtain hasn't fallen, the action isn’t completed. The ending of the Gospel of Mark emphasises this: "Go out to the whole world; proclaim the Good News to all creation." That process is open-ended. It

is still going on. Jesus invites us all to be part of the process.
                                                                                                                                                 Fr Colin


	

	PARISH OFFICE  HOURS

	St Joseph’s
	St Mary’s
	St Pius X

	Mon 9.30am to 5pm

Tue to Thurs:  9am to 4pm

Friday: 9.00am to 1.00pm
	Wed, Thurs & Friday 10am-12nn 
Safeguarding  Officer will be in the Parish Office on Thurs:  1- 3pm.
MONDAY & TUESDAY CLOSED 
	Monday to Friday:

10.30am to 3.00pm

	NEWSLETTER ITEMS:  Please send them to the Parish Office by Monday.

	

	Sunday 20th May ~ World Communications Day

Retiring Collection in the Cluster to support the work of the Catholic Communications Network in providing facilities and training for those working in the apostolate of the mass media. Gift Aid envelopes available.

Pope Benedict XVI’s World Communications Day Message: ‘Silence and Word: Path of Evangelisation’.  Some extracts from his letter follows:

‘Silence is an integral element of communication; in its absence, words rich in content cannot exist. In Silence, we are better able to listen to and understand ourselves; ideas come to birth and acquire depth; we understand with greater clarity what it is we want to say and what we expect from others; and we choose how to express ourselves. By remaining silent we allow the other person to speak, to express him or herself; and we avoid being tied simply to our own words and ideas without them being adequately tested. It is often in silence, for example, that we observe the most authentic communication taking place between who are in love; gestures, facial expression and body language are signs by which they can reveal themselves to each other.
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	jGYM: God, Grub, Games (School years 6-9)

This term we are inviting year 5’s to join us.

Fridays, 6pm-8pm, in St Joseph’s hall
GYM: Space 2b u (School years 10-13)
Fridays, 8pm-10pm in St Joseph’s hall
Open to young people in the Guildford Cluster and beyond!
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www.damascusyouthevent.com
	jDAMASCUS Weekend Away (10-14 yr olds)
Friday 6th- Sunday 8th July
Rock UK Carroty Wood Adventure Centre, Kent
jDAMASCUS is a weekend away to give young people an opportunity to discover their faith in a fun, dynamic & creative way. The event programme contains a mix of music worship, creative workshops, prayer and outdoor instructed activities. Come join us for a fun and inspiring weekend.
Cost: £80. Spaces are limited!

	For more information please contact Aseel (Youth Coordinator): youth@guildfordcatholicchurches.co.uk


	GUILDFORD PARISHES COMMUNITY  DIARY

	Sun  20th  May 
	At all Parishes, after mid-morning Mass: Coffee/Tea in the Hall

	
	
	St Mary’s Bar will be open after Mass until 1.00pm

	
	2.15pm
	St Mary’s Church: Devotion to the Divine Mercy

	Mon  21st 
	10.00am
	St Joseph’s  Mother  &  Toddler  Group – meets at the Hall.   

	
	7.30pm
	Catholicism –  ‘Prayer and The Life of the Spirit’ –  In  St Joseph’s  Church  Hall.  All welcome. 

	
	7.30pm
	St Mary’s Reflections on next Sundays Readings, in the Presbytery.  
All welcome.

	Tue  22nd 
	  9.30am
	St Pius X Scripture Reflection

	
	
	St Joseph’s 50+ Group -  Outing –   Visit to St Edward The Confessor, Sutton Park.

	
	7.30pm
	St Joseph’s Parish Pastoral Team meeting – In the Presbytery. 

	Wed 23rd   
	  9.45am
	St Mary’s Coffee ’n Cake in the Presbytery after morning Mass.  

	
	11.00am
	Meditation Group at St Joseph’s Church  –  all welcome

	Thu  24th 
	10.00am
	St Pius X:  St Thomas Year 5 at Mass

	
	2.00pm
	St  Mary’s  Thursday  Club:  Monthly BINGO session

	
	6.00pm
	St Pius X:  First Holy Communion Rehearsal

	
	7.30pm
	St Pius X Finance Committee Meeting

	Fri   25th 
	10.00am
	St Mary’s Mothers & Toddlers Group in the Hall until 11.30am

	        
	  8.30pm
	St Mary’s Bar –  Open  

	Sun  27th May
	At all Parishes, after mid-morning Mass: Coffee/Tea in the Hall

	
	
	St Mary’s Bar  will be open after Mass until 1.00pm   

	
	 2.15pm                        
	St Mary’s Church: Devotion to the Divine Mercy

	
	7.45pm
	At St Joseph’s Hall, party for International Mass participants. 
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	        Prayer to Make Poverty History

Christ our Lord,

your light shines into the shadows,

and shows us

where the obstacles to change lie.

We know that often

they are in our own hearts,

in the way we live,

and in our daily choices and actions.

We pray that we may accept

the light of your love

as a challenge to change

ourselves and our world.


	We pray that, each day,

we make the choices and

take the actions

that will bring an end to 
poverty and hunger,

and lead us all

towards a fairer world.

Be with us, Lord,

as we face your challenge

and learn how to live

our lives in love.   Amen.

Linda Jones/CAFOD


	LITURGICAL  CELEBRATIONS  DURING  THE  WEEK

	Saturday  19th May  
	
	

	St Joseph’s 
	10.00am
	Wedding Anniversaries Mass  -  May 
	

	
	No Exposition or Confessions today. 

	St Joseph’s     11.30am ]
	First  Holy  Communion  Mass 



	                          2.30pm ]   
	

	(  Solemnity:  THE ASCENSION OF THE LORD 

World Communications Day 

	St Pius X        
	6.00pm 
	Vigil Mass for James Moran RIP
	

	St Mary’s      6.15-6.45pm
	Sacrament of Reconciliation 
	

	
	7.00pm 
	Vigil Mass for  Mortimer  O’Shea  RIP
	

	Sunday  20th May 
	
	

	St Joseph’s 
	8.00am
	Mass for  Chisom Anaduaka’s Intention (Birthday)

	St Pius X
	9.30am
	Mass for Nellie Soliman RIP
	D Pring

	St Mary’s 
	10.30am
12.15pm
	Mass for First Holy Communion Children 

               & presentation of Certificates.
Baptism of Harvey Brian

	St Joseph’s
	11.00am
	Mass for Gilbert & Anna Elkes, Keith Bradley & Stanley Gibbs RIP

	
	12.30pm
	Baptism of Amelie Mercia Van Staden Goulding 

	
	 3.00pm
	Traditional Latin Mass – Cel Fr Richard Biggerstaff

	5.45-6.15pm
	Sacrament of Reconciliation

	
	6.30pm 
	Mass for  the People of the Parish  
	

	Monday  21st 
	
	

	St Mary’s
	9.15am 
	Mass for Betcy Lukose
	

	St Pius X 
	7.30pm
	Mass for Patrick Comer RIP
	K Shields

	Tuesday  22nd  
	
	

	St Joseph’s
	10.00am
	Mass for John Joe Foley  RIP
	

	St Pius X
	10.00am
	Mass for Jean Bletso RIP
	K Grant

	RSCHospital
	  4.00pm
	Mass in the Chapel  for A. Fowler  RIP 
	

	Surrey Uni
	  6.15pm
	Mass in the Quiet Centre 
	

	Wednesday  23rd  
	
	

	St Mary’s 
	  9.15am 
	Mass for  Betcy Lukose
	

	
	  9.45am
	Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament until  7.00pm 

	St Joseph’s 
	10.00am
	Mass for  Dawn Patricia Newman  RIP 
	

	Thursday  24th 
	
	

	St Pius X 
	10.00am
	Mass for Teresa Myers RIP
	M & J Steele

	St Mary’s 
	9.15am 
	Mass for Holy Souls
	

	Friday  25th   
	
	                 St Bede, the Venerable 
	

	St Mary’s 
	  9.15am
	Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
	

	
	10.00am
	Mass for Laim Doherty RIP 
	

	St Joseph’s 
	10.00am
	Mass for Somto Anaduaka  RIP
	

	                    10.30-11am
	Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
	

	1,00pm 
	Wedding of Robert Skripek and Rebecca Brennan 

	Saturday  26th May  
	                     St Philip Neri,  Priest 
	

	St Joseph’s 
	10.00am
	Mass for Matilda Wiejski  RIP 
	

	11am – 12noon
	Exposition of  the  Blessed  Sacrament  and  Sacrament  of Reconciliation 

	St Pius  X         11.30am ]
	First  Holy  Communion  Mass 



	2.30pm ]
	

	(  Solemnity:  of PENTECOST,  WHIT SUNDAY

	St Pius X        
	6.00pm 
	Vigil Mass for Olga Moran RIP
	

	St Mary’s      6.15-6.45pm
	Sacrament of Reconciliation 
	

	
	7.00pm 
	Vigil Mass for  Karen & Errol
	Their Families

	Sunday  27th May 
	
	

	St Joseph’s 
	8.00am
	Mass for  Joe Pais  RIP

	St Pius X
	9.30am
	Mass for Bob Dearnley  RIP
	M Dearnley

	St Mary’s 
	10.30am
12.15pm
	International Mass : Intention for The People of the Parish
Baptism of Isla Grace Antao

	St Joseph’s
	11.00am
	First Holy Communion Sending out Mass  

Intention for Diane Tate-Bell  RIP

	
	12,.30pm
	Baptisms: Lauren Ayres, Santiago Dominguez, Leon Melnychuk and Anthony Pendziak-Iwaniak.  

	
	4.00pm
	Polish Mass  -  Cel  Fr  M  Slawicki 

	
	6.30pm
	International Mass

Intention for the Repose of the Soul of Ed                  (Home Groups) 

	
	
	
	

	Sacrament of Reconciliation – available at:

	St Joseph’s 
	 Saturday 11am to 12noon and third Sunday of the month: 5.45pm to 6.15pm 

	St Mary’s 
	 Saturday before the Vigil Mass:  6.15pm to 6.45pm

	St Pius X 
	 First Saturday of the month:  5.15pm to 5.45pm 

	And by appointment

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


	GENERAL NOTICES

	'CATHOLICISM: Journey Around the World and Deep into the Faith'  We are screening for the Cluster this ten part documentary series on the Catholic Faith, Monday nights at 7.30pm, St Joseph's Church Hall.  Dates and Episodes:     21st May:  ‘Prayer and The Life of The Spirit’      28th May: ‘World Without End - The Last Things’.     No need to have been to any previous episodes, just come along!                                                 

	Alton Day of REnewal 2012 – 26th May – Peter Hobbs ‘Living the Gospel’    Starting with Rosary at 11am, Mass at 11.30am, shared lunch at 1pm, Prayer & Praise, Speakers, Healing ministry, ending at approximately 4pm.    (change of venue) now held at St Andrew’s Church Hall, Medstead.    Further information contact : Deacon John Foley (01189 333420

	Pentecost:  The spirit of the Lord is Upon Me is the theme of a Day of Reflection by CAFOD A&B on Saturday, 26th May, 11.00am to 5.00pm at Woldingham School (near Caterham, Surrey).  Susy Brouard from CAFOD’s Theology Programme will facilitate the day.  More details from CAFOD T: 898866 or E: arundelandbrighton@cafod.org.uk

	Jubilee Summer Fete and Barbecue ~ At St Edward’s Sutton Park on Tuesday 5th June from 4pm. Stall with books, bottles, white elephant; Children’s games, refreshments available. Barbecue with drinks and music at 4pm. BBQ tickets: £5; under 12’s £3. Queen’s Jubilee Celebration Bonfire at 9pm.  Tickets from Ingrid Phillips  ( 237375 and Betty Spragg  ( 236915.

	Celebration of Corpus Christi – St Edward the Confessor, Sutton Park on Thursday 7 June.  Mass at 7.30pm followed by the out-door Procession and Benediction. Servers may robe and join in.  Those who stay may have their picnic supper in the grounds or new hall.  

	The F Word:  Images of Forgiveness is the title of The Forgiveness Project’s exhibition at Holy Trinity, Guildford, from 11 to 18 June.  It consists of stories of people whose lives have been shattered by violence, tragedy and injustice and who are learning to forgive, reconcile or move on.  (www.theforgivenessproject.com)

	From 20 to 22 June, local theatre company, LynchPin Productions will be staging a new multi-media play -  Consider This… – written by Jack Lynch and inspired by stories from The Forgiveness Project.  Performances will be at 7.45pm and tickets bought before 11 June will cost £11 (otherwise £14 and £12 for concessions).  More details from Edie Campbell T:  424023.

	(Mini-)Olympics comes to Guildford on 23rd June:   St Mary’s will be hosting another mini-Olympics fun event on the evening of Saturday, 23rd June.   Participating teams of 6 required.   No skill or stamina involved, just enthusiasm.   Details to follow.   Contact:  David Loveder (01483 857739

	Girlguiding is always in desperate need of volunteers to become new Leaders of Rainbow, Brownie or Guide packs or simply to help out at the occasional meeting.   Perhaps you have a musical or artistic talent that you would like to share with us?    Volunteering can benefit not only the girls but also the leaders by learning new skills, boosting confidence & would look great on a CV. If interested contact: getinvolved@girlguidingguildford.org.uk

	

	

	St Pius X Parish Bulletin  

	Please pray for Basil (Baz) Sanderson who died recently.  May the Lord welcome Baz into the joy of his heavenly kingdom and grant him everlasting peace.

	Proposal for St Pius X Baby & Toddler Group:  We are reflecting on the possibility of starting up this group to help, support and bring mums (and dads) together within the Parish.  If you might be interested in helping, taking part, or have any ideas to offer, then please contact Anna Calvert T:  835489 or E:  anna@pendleconnections.co.uk

	The Wednesday Morning Group will meet at 10.30am at Sharmalene’s (T:  300969). 


	

	St Joseph’s Parish Bulletin

	Shared International Meal 7.45 pm 27th May ~ St Joseph's Hall 
After the 6.30pm International Mass on Pentecost Sunday there will be a shared meal in the Hall starting at 7.45pm.  Over 100 people are coming so please do come and join us for a fun parish evening, with entertainment  and beautiful national costumes, whether or not you attend the 6.30pm service.  This is a free event; all we ask is that people bring a dish sufficient for themselves x2. This can be a main course, side dish or pudding.
We are hoping for a selection of food from around the world, so that we can all enjoy a range of traditional foods.
Please let us know if you can come by signing up at the back of the church or by contacting Susan Milford on 07980 263613

	Please note that the previous email address: admin@stjo-guildford.co.uk will be disabled soon. From now on please use:  stjo@guildfordcatholicchurches.co.uk

	Repository shop / Traidcraft  - you can find a diverse selection of Mass and greeting cards also the usual religious  items, and gifts  plus  traidcraft  supplies for your home. Open after  Sunday Masses. 

	The Retiring  Collections for Number 5 Shelter for Homeless  raised £  329.24
Many thanks for your generous contribution.

This Sunday is for:  Catholic Communications Network – Gift Aid envelopes provided 
Next Sunday is for:  Aid to the Church in Need

	

	

	St Mary’s Parish Bulletin

	The collection for 12th/13th May was £ 534.22   
Many thanks

The retiring collection today is for Catholic Communications Network.

	Good things often pass busy people by.   There is a second chance to see “CATHOLICISM”, a ten-part documentary series made by Fr Robert Barron and ‘Word on Fire’ Ministries exploring the living culture of the Catholic Church and the global story of the Catholic faith.   There will be a screening for the Cluster of five episodes this time at St Mary’s, Rydes Hill.   The dates will be Tuesday 22nd &   29th May, Wednesday 6th June, Tuesday 19th & 26th June – all at 7.30pm.   Following each screening there will be tea/coffee and a discussion.   A trailer for this series can be seen on the ‘Word on Fire’  website: www.wordonfire.org    Any queries please contact John Lamb 01483 232112

	Gift Aid : If you are a UK tax payer and would like to join the Gift Aid scheme or wish to increase your current standing order please contact the Parish Office (01483 573279  for  further information.

	A selection of Mass cards and Greetings cards are available from the Repository.

	Helen Ruocco would like to thank everyone for their support and sponsorship in the London Marathon.    With your help she raised over £1200 for Project Peru.    Helen and her mum will try to catch you to collect sponsor money over the next few weeks, if you want them to collect it from you please call 01483 563558.   Many thanks again for your generosity.


	THE ASCENSION OF THE LORD

 

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON

Men of Galilee, why gaze in wonder at the heavens?  This Jesus whom you saw ascending into heaven will return as you saw him go, alleluia.

THE COLLECT

Gladden us with holy joys, almighty God, and make us rejoice with devout thanksgiving, for the Ascension of Christ your Son is our exaltation, and, where the Head has gone before in glory, the Body is called to follow in hope.  Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God for ever and ever.

or

Grant, we pray, almighty God, that we, who believe that your Only Begotten Son, our Redeemer, ascended this day to the heavens, may in spirit dwell already in heavenly realms.  Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God for ever and ever.  

Amen

 

FIRST READING (Acts 1: 1-11)
In my earlier work, Theophilus, I dealt with everything Jesus had done and taught from the beginning until the day he gave his instructions to the apostles he had chosen through the Holy Spirit, and was taken up to heaven. He had shown himself alive to them after his Passion by many demonstrations:  for forty days he had continued to appear to them and tell them about the kingdom of God.  When he had been at table with them, he had told them not to leave Jerusalem, but to wait there for what the Father had promised.  `It is,' he had said, `what you have heard me speak about: John baptised with water but you, not many days from now, will be baptised with the Holy Spirit.'

Now having met together, they asked him, `Lord, has the time come?  Are you going to restore the kingdom to Israel?  'He replied, `It is not for you to know times or dates that the Father has decided by his own authority, but you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you, and then you will be my witnesses not only in Jerusalem but throughout Judaea and Samaria, and indeed to the ends of the earth.'

As he said this he was lifted up while they looked on, and a cloud took him from their sight.  They were still staring into the sky when suddenly two men in white were standing near them and they said, `Why are you men from Galilee standing here looking into the sky?  Jesus who has been taken up from you into heaven, this same Jesus will come back in the same way as you have seen him go there.'

 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM

R:    God goes up with shouts of joy; the Lord goes up with trumpet blast. 

All peoples, clap your hands, 

cry to God with shouts of joy!  

For the Lord, the Most High, we must fear, 

great king over all the earth.  R
God goes up with shouts of joy; 

the Lord goes up with trumpet blast.  

Sing praise for God, sing praise, 

sing praise to our king, sing praise.  R
	
	God is king of all the earth.  

Sing praise with all your skill.

God is king over the nations;

God reigns on his holy throne.  R

 

SECOND READING (Ephesians 1: 17-23)  
May the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, give you a spirit of wisdom and perception of what is revealed, to bring you to full knowledge of him.  May he enlighten the eyes of your mind so that you can see what hope his call holds for you, what rich glories he has promised the saints will inherit and how infinitely great is the power that he has exercised for us believers.  This you can tell from the strength of his power at work in Christ, when he used it to raise him from the dead and to make him sit at his right hand, in heaven, far above every Sovereignty, Authority, Power, or Domination, or any other name that can be named, not only in this age, but also in the age to come.  He has put all things under his feet, and made him, as the ruler of everything, the head of the Church; which is his body, the fullness of him who fills the whole creation.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Alleluia, alleluia!  Go, make disciples of all the nations; I am with you always; yes, to the end of time. Alleluia!

GOSPEL  (Mark 16: 15-20)

The Lord be with you.

And with your spirit.

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Mark

Glory to you, O Lord.

Jesus showed himself to the Eleven, and said to them, `Go out to the whole world; proclaim the Good News to all creation.  He who believes and is baptised will be saved; he who does not believe will be condemned.  These are the signs that will be associated with believers: in my name they will cast out devils; they will have the gift of tongues; they will pick up snakes in their hands, and be unharmed should they drink deadly poison; they will lay their hands on the sick, who will recover.'

And so the Lord Jesus, after he had spoken to them, was taken up into heaven:  there at the right hand of God he took his place, while they, going out, preached everywhere, the Lord working with them and confirming the word by the signs that accompanied it.

 

The Gospel of the Lord

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

 

PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS

We offer sacrifice now in supplication, O Lord, to honour the wondrous Ascension of your Son:  grant, we pray, that through this most holy exchange we, too, may rise up to the heavenly realms.  Through Christ our Lord.  

Amen

 

COMMUNION ANTIPHON

Behold, I am with you always, even to the end of the age, alleluia.

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Almighty ever-living God, who allows those on earth to celebrate divine mysteries, grant, we pray, that Christian hope may draw us onward to where our nature is united with you.  Through Christ our Lord.  

Amen 

	Excerpts from the English translation of The Roman Missal © 2010, International Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation.

All rights reserved.
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