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All thatlam and all
that | have is a gift
from you, Lord God.
I thank you for your
abundant blessings.
Lord, help me to recognise with
gratitude all the blessings you have
bestowed upon me and give me
~strength and a loving heart to enable
me to be generous with your gifts
so that they are shared with all those
| meet today. Amen
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Stewardship in Action


(edited version of a Witness Statement give by Monica Rowden at St Pius)


I am a cradle catholic and have lived in a number of parishes in the UK and also one in Oslo.  Throughout my adult life I have been involved with each of these communities. At the moment I am one of the sacristans, a member of the Parish Pastoral Team and a Sunday coffee maker.  Doing these activities makes me feel involved more closely in the life of our parish. I enjoy getting to know more people in the community.  I was invited to be an Extraordinary Minister of the Eucharist many years ago and to this day feel this to be such a privilege especially when I take Holy Communion to someone who is unwell and unable to get to Mass.


About eighteen months ago it occurred to me that with regard to my voluntary activities I was quite busy at St Pius but had very little involvement with the wider community. I arrived one Sunday morning for Mass and heard Julian Lomas give a talk about Street Angels.  I’d read about Street Angels in the Surrey Advertiser - they spent all night walking about Guildford town centre didn’t they? -and I remember thinking at the time that this was probably not the safest thing to be doing! However I was curious and submitted an application form.  An interview followed and a few weeks later with about forty others I undertook the mandatory training sessions, including the aims and values of the group, personal safety, drugs and alcohol awareness, eventually being commissioned at a service at the Methodist Church in town.


The Guildford Street Angels programme is part of the Guildford Town Centre Chaplaincy, a charity established by the Churches in Guildford to care for the people in our town centre.  This is achieved by about ninety volunteers who give their time to care for, help and listen to anyone who is in need regardless of their circumstances.  


Why do I do it?  I enjoy getting to know my fellow Christians in Guildford and finding out about their churches, activities and priorities.  I know that Surrey Police regard us as a help on the streets on Friday and Saturday nights and that the crime rate in Guildford has declined over the last couple of years and that our presence has contributed to this.  So it feels good to be part of an organisation that is benefitting the community.  











(St. Ignatius of Loyola)


Take, Lord, and receive all my liberty, �my memory, my understanding �and my entire will,�All I have and call my own.�You have given all to me.�To you, Lord, I return it.�Everything is yours; do with it what you will.�Give me only your love and your grace.�That is enough for me. 
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Stewardship is a life lived in gratitude for all the gifts that God has given us.


 








G.R.O.W.


In their 1992 Pastoral letter on Stewardship the US Bishops identified four characteristics of a Christian Steward.


Gratitude: an attitude of gratitude. Christian stewards receive God’s gifts gratefully. This presumes, of course, that God is acknowledged as the giver of all gifts, the true owner of all that we have and are; and that is why our faith must be a mature faith. A deep sense of gratitude to God and to those around us helps us to keep things in perspective and helps us to achieve a clear sense of purpose and identity.


Responsibility: Christian Stewards are always aware that they are responsible for the use of the gifts they have received, and know they will be required to give an account before God in the fullness of time. The gifts have been given for a purpose, to be used, rather than buried unused as in the parable. The good steward is one who cherishes and tends God’s gifts in a responsible manner.


Openness and generosity: If everything is God’s and does not belong to us, it follows that all is to be shared equally and fairly with others. This is where we must start to take responsibility for our call to mission and outreach: to bring to others around us the love and word of God. Many people struggle to come to terms with this and see faith as a private matter and are afraid of sharing it with others. This may come from a lack of confidence, perhaps from a faith that hasn’t developed or has not been nurtured, and partly by the rapid changes we are seeing in society and in the Church itself. But for the Christian Steward to be open and generous with our faith and our gifts is a responsibility, a duty.  


Willingness to give back with increase: Jesus tells us many times in his parables that it is no good just to sit on our talents and do nothing with them. We must use them wisely, work hard and enable them to develop and grow, then return them with thanks for the blessings we have received. Waiting for things to happen around us may be a characteristic of human nature, but for the Christian Steward it is simply not an option. The Christian steward has to be counter-cultural.
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STEWARDSHIP





PRAYER: THE FOUNDATION OF STEWARDSHIP





The stewardship prayer cards, which have been distributed, are intended to encourage all of us to pray for a greater faithfulness and to give thanks to God throughout the day. 


(Prayer cards are still available at the back of the churches)
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Stewardship begins with personal conversion. I come to recognise that my life is dependent on God and try to live my life in gratitude for the many gifts that I have received. Gratitude is an antidote to the selfishness of individualism. My life is changed.  The change may be small or it may be significant and requires huge adjustments in how I think and act. Embracing stewardship as a response to Christ’s call to discipleship and allowing it to change me is an essential starting point for renewal. I no longer give ‘out of duty’ but ‘out of gratitude’. I give the gift that God wants most of all: the gift of myself. My giving becomes a source of joy.


One of the features of stewardship is that it is not inward looking. It is not about creating a ‘holy huddle’ but about helping people to live the Christian life as the new people whom they were called to be at baptism. 


This is why formation is at the heart of the initial introductory phase for stewardship in a parish. It offers people the opportunity to discern how they can best respond in gratitude to God’s gifts. It is grounded in prayer and reflection of Scripture enlightened by the Tradition of the Church.
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